
 

 

   VIGILANTE 
The 

The Vikings called the side 
of their ship its board, and 

they placed the steering oar, 
the "star" on the right side 
of the ship, thus that side 

became known as the "star 
board." It's been that way 

ever since. And, because the 
oar was in the right side, the 
ship was tied to the dock at 

the left side. This was 
known as the loading side 
or "larboard". Later, it was 
decided that "larboard" and 
"starboard" were too simi-

lar, especially when trying to 
be heard over the roar of a 
heavy sea, so the phrase be-
came the "side at which you 

tied up to in port" or the 
"port" side.. 
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Welcome to the Aviation Art World of Mads Bangso!  

Mads holding his 3 month old daughter “Anna” 

From Dockrammer 
 
Mads Bangso is the newest member of 
the RVAHNAVY Team.  We now 
have our very own Graphic Art De-
signer.  Our webmaster Bob Marioni 
spotted some of Mads’ artwork on the 
internet a couple years ago and they 
struck up a friendship via email.  Mads 
is married and has a beautiful new 
baby girl.  He also has a passion for 
vintage Mustangs. 
 
Mads hails from Copenhagen Den-
mark where he works full time as a 

Starboard 

SAVE THE DATE! 
RVAHNAVY  

Reunion 2009 will be 
in Pensacola FL 

June  18 - 21, 2009 



 

 

teacher / coach at 
special high school 
for promising ath-
letes called Team 
Denmark.  How-
ever, since the first 
moment his hand 
could hold a pen 
he has been draw-
ing anything and 
everything that 
flies.  Mads was 
introduced to avia-
tion artwork by an 
uncle who remains 
his mentor and 
toughest critic.  
And lucky for us 
here at RVAH-
NAVY Mads’ pas-
sion is US Naval 
Aircraft.  He men-

tioned in recent correspondence, “I became fascinated with the elaborate paint 
schemes of  the Navy’s aircraft from the 60s and 70s.”  The media he has used to ex-
press his art ranged from airbrush to watercolor.  Mads went on to say, “When I began using computers and 
digital media things really took off”.  Mads’ artwork is published and can be seen in Hook magazine and other 
military aviation publications. 
Mads is presently digitalizing all of our RVAH squadron patches and he will be involved in all of our future 
RVAH gear design and development.  He has already created some very nice RVAH themed wallpaper 

Mads is the proud owner of this Classic 67 Mustang fastback.  An original S-Code (390 
CUI); but this one is loaded with some sweet performance goodies.  According to 
Mads it's not only a looker but also a runner. Original factory output was 320 BHP´s 
from the block, but this one is probably closer to 400 BHP. It’s a “Sunday only” car. 



 

 

downloads for our use.  These wallpapers can be accessed via 
RVAHNAVY.COM (http://rvahnavy.com/Wallpaper.html).  
We are encouraging Mads and his family to join us in Pensa-
cola FL for our 2009 Reunion. 
He has assured us that this is a very realistic possibility.  If you 
would like to contact Mads directly to get more information he 
can be reached via email:  
                webmaster@aircraftprofiles.dk. 
If you would like to see more samples of Mads’ artwork please 
visit this website:      USMILITARYART.COM 

Mads, Martha and Anna 

The images below perfectly illustrate the kind of work Mads can do.  The image on the left is a 
photo of the CRAW-1 patch.  The image on the right is Mads digital artwork. 

Before  After  

See more samples of Mads artwork on the last page of this newsletter 



 

 

The RVAHNAVY Association 
By Dockrammer 

 
RVAHNAVY is growing!  In recent weeks we have experienced a significant uptick of new Association 
and Forum members.  We now have 292 RVAHNAVY Association members and 303 Forum mem-
bers.  Sandy Laplante (Shipmate finder) has officially joined our Team.  Her effort has just been phe-
nomenal!  And we have noticed that many Shipmates have found us by simply surfing the web.  In 
many instances new Shipmates bring along a couple former RVAH guys that they have stayed in touch 
with over the years.  So in that sense our growth is exponential.  LOVE IT! 
 
So you might be asking, “How fast are we growing”?  During the 2008 summer months alone (June July 
& August) we had 99 new Association members and 63 new Forum members.  We are now sending our 
RVAHNAVY Newsletter to 1138“known-good” email addresses and this number grows every day.  
BZs to all for helping to make RVAHNAVY a HUGE success. 
 
If you haven’t joined the RVAHNAVY Association I hope you will consider doing so.  Our dues are 
only $12 per year.  The funds we collect help us with the following: 
 

♦ Website Fees 
♦ Software 
♦ Postage / PO Box 
♦ Reunion Event Planning 
♦ Shipmate Bereavement 
♦ Shipmate Benevolence  
♦ Merchandise Development 

 
If you have already indicated your intention to join the Association and haven’t sent the $12 you can do 
so via PayPal on the RVAHNAVY.COM website or Send us a check to: 
 

RVAHNAVY 
PO Box 967 

St Augustine FL 32085 

THE RVAHNAVY ASSOCIATION 
 MISSION STATEMENT 

The RVAHNAVY Association exists to serve the men and women who were associated with the 
United States Navy “RVAH and VAH” Aviation Squadron communities.  Our mission is to 

honor those who served by providing resources and information, sponsoring gatherings and reun-
ions and remembrance of our Navy Shipmates. 



 

 

 

Why are these RVAHNAVY shipmates standing in an “E” formation? 

Sandy Laplante is now a member of  the RVAHNAVY 
Team and that is good news!  Sandy is our Shipmate Loca-
tor.  She is retired and lives in Yulee, FL with her husband, 
former RVAH-12 Shipmate AE3 Richard LaPlante.  Rich-
ard and Sandy have 2 sons & 2 grandchildren back in her 
home state of  Massachusetts.  
Sandy enjoys the challenge of  finding shipmates.  She uses 
several databases and cross check techniques to find and 
validate the information regarding our former Navy bud-
dies.  The results of  her work have just been amazing.  If  
you are looking for a former RVAH shipmate I encourage 
you to send Sandy an email.  Be sure to give her as much 
information as possible to assist her in the search.  The 
reunion is less than 9 months away.  Who do want to see 
at the next RVAHNAVY gathering?  Let’s get out those 
cruise books and find our buddies. 
Sandy Laplante’s email:      laplantes@comcast.net 

Sandy Laplante joins the RVAHNAVY Team! 

This photo was taken at 
NAS Sanford in 1961.  
The Savage Sons 
(VAH-5) had just been 
awarded the Battle “E” 
for Bombing and Navi-
gation.  Special thanks 
to Don “World Fa-
mous” Pierce for pro-
viding the photo.  Don 
is in this formation on 
the upper right stand-
ing on the white line.  
Do you have photos 
like this stashed away in 
the attic?  We would 
like to have copies of 
them.  Help us share 
these memories with 
everybody.  Contact Joe 
Phillips for more de-
tails:  joe@therafl.com 



 

 

Viet Nam War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient. He served as a Master Sergeant during the Korean War and 
was given a battlefield commission during the battle of Pork Chop Hill. At that point in his career his dream was to at-
tend flight school. However, because of his six foot four stature he was considered too tall. In 1965 the height limit was 
raised allowing Freeman to enroll fulfilling a lifelong dream. The nickname "Too Tall" stuck 

with him throughout his military career. It would be during the 
Vietnam War that Freeman would receive the honor for heroic 
actions in battle. As an Army helicopter pilot during the Vietnam 
war and flight leader, second in command, he flew fourteen sepa-
rate rescue missions, providing life saving evacuation of an esti-
mated 30 seriously wounded soldiers at a heavily engaged infantry 
battalion at Landing Zone X-Ray in the la Drang Valley. He was 
awarded the Medal of Honor by President George W. Bush in July 
of 2001. His Citation reads: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty: Captain Ed W. Freeman, United States Army, distin-
guished himself by numerous acts of conspicuous gallantry and extraordinary intrepidity on 
14 November 1965 while serving with Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile). As a flight leader and second in command of a 16-helicopter 
lift unit, he supported a heavily engaged American infantry battalion at Landing Zone X-Ray 

in the Ia Drang Valley, Republic of Vietnam. The unit was almost 
out of ammunition after taking some of the heaviest casualties of 
the war, fighting off a relentless attack from a highly motivated, 
heavily armed enemy force. When the infantry commander closed 
the helicopter landing zone due to intense direct enemy fire, Cap-
tain Freeman risked his own life by flying his unarmed helicopter 
through a gauntlet of enemy fire time after time, delivering critically 
needed ammunition, water and medical supplies to the besieged 
battalion. His flights had a direct impact on the battle's outcome by 
providing the engaged units with timely supplies of ammunition 
critical to their survival, without which they would almost surely 
have gone down, with much greater loss of life. After medical 
evacuation helicopters refused to fly into the area due to intense 
enemy fire, Captain Freeman flew 14 separate rescue missions, pro-
viding life-saving evacuation of an estimated 30 seriously wounded 
soldiers -- some of whom would not have survived had he not 
acted. All flights were made into a small emergency landing zone 
within 100 to 200 meters of the defensive perimeter where heavily 
committed units were perilously holding off the attacking elements. 
Captain Freeman's selfless acts of great valor, extraordinary perse-

verance and intrepidity were far 
above and beyond the call of 
duty or mission and set a superb 
example of leadership and cour-
age for all of his peers. Captain 
Freeman's extraordinary heroism 
and devotion to duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit and the United States Army." His heroics grew nationwide attention 

when his character was played by Mark McCracken in the film, "We Were Soldiers." Freeman died from complications 
of Parkinson's Disease at age 80 in August 2008. Too Tall, rest with God. Thank you for your service, and all you did. 

"I put them there, and I wasn't about to let them die," he said. 

Once they were Soldiers...A brave Centurion of  the Legion falls 



 

 

 

More samples from the Aviation Art World of Mads Bangso!  


